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MINUTES
November Meeting of the Parent School Support Committee (PSSC) 2014-2015
Bernice MacNaughton High School (BMHS)
Office Conference Room
Monday, November 10, 2014
7:00 p.m.

Attendees 
1. Carolyn Baer (Chair) 				7.  Linda Taylor				
2. Judy Roper (Principal) 				8.  Dale Hughes
3. Heather Lewis (Teacher Rep)			9.  Jane Coleman (Secretary)
4. Alaina Bui (Student Rep)				
5. Jen Steylen						
6. Shirley Smallwood					 	
Regrets							Absent						
1. Mary-Lynne Borsella				1. Clinton Davis
						2. Saly Davis
						3. Pascale LeBrasseur
						4. Anna Kelly

1. Call to Order
Carolyn welcomed all members at 7:05 p.m.

September’s agenda was approved.
Moved Accepted: Shirley			Seconded: Jen	Motion carried

2. Approval of Minutes
September’s meeting minutes were approved.
Moved Accepted:  Heather		Seconded: Jane	Motion carried

3. Principal’s Report
· BMHS does not have enough computer labs in the school.  A committee has been set up to check available space to set up desk tops in certain areas.  The district ICT guy is coming over Thursday to look at establishing 50 computers in various classrooms.  There shouldn’t be any cost for the computers; they are coming from somewhere that no longer needs them.  The only cost will be for the drops.  One of the main computer labs, room 102, is up to par with 29 working computers.  BMHS also has a portable lab cart with 29 laptops.  No one has taken ownership to ensure that the laptops are charged at all times and that all 29 are on the cart.  That said, the school is working towards having more computers available.
· Last year, the school had video cameras placed in certain areas of the school.  Phase two is to improve coverage with the hope of reducing the vandalism. Judy has asked the camera people for a quote to add coverage where it is lacking: in every corner, going out to the back parking lot, down the back hallway to the shop.  This is an expensive venture. 

Shirley wondered if it would be useful for the PSSC to write a letter to the district to express our concerns with some of the issues.  It would go to Aubrey.
· Provincial Assessment Results for English language and FLA are in.  See attachment A: Provincial Assessment Results for Bernice MacNaughton High School.  This week the grade 12 oral proficiency assessments are beginning.  Dale asked if the results of the OCA could be shared with the elementary schools to help the grade 7 and 8 teachers better understand where their students fall short when they enter grade 9.  Judy said that they had done this four years ago.  Dale is on the PSSC at Bessborough; she wondered if that PSSC could put in a request for these results.  Heather thought this would be helpful for those teachers. 

4. Teachers’ Report
· The Food Security Network from which BMHS received its first garden grant has a small sub-committee that has been tasked to study food security in the school system.  Their goal is to set clear criteria for what food security would look like in all the schools in the district.  They are thinking about creating an informative video to illustrate what is going on: the breakfast and lunch programs, the use of the food from the garden, the special needs kids making soups with the help of their EAs.

The Network wants to present to the PSSCs before doing a comprehensive presentation to the DEC.   This is an open committee: Aaron Chance (with the Westmorland Food Security Network), a couple of teachers, a guy from another PSSC….

This group is not affiliated with the Farm to School program.

On a side note, the quality of the BMHS cafeteria food seems to be better this year.
· Career Cruising has a new initiative with Inspire NB (a project funded by the government of Canada) that is being piloted in three schools around the province.  The idea is that students can go on Career Cruising and connect with companies and businesses that already exist in NB.  If it goes well, it will be expanded. 

Inspire NB is willing to present to the PSSC.  Heather will contact the rep and give her the dates for the next two PSSC meetings. 
· A Trades N Tech Gala-aimed at female students-is being held at NBCC on November 26, from 5:30 p.m, to 8:00 p.m.  It is a free event.
· Fill the Bus is underway.  The clans have started to collect, and soon the homeroom competitions will start.
· The Film Festival, through Reel Canada, is taking place at BMHS next Wednesday. Two facilitators are flying in from Toronto, and the students will be Skyping with directors in Toronto.  
· Grades nine and ten will be watching ‘Break away’, a hockey based movie about a Sikh boy who is facing discrimination.
· Grades eleven and twelve will be watching ‘The High Cost of Living’, about redemption
In the afternoon, they will have a choice:
· Shake Hands with the Devil (the Rwanda Story)
· Bon Cop, Bad Cop (a French movie)
· Shark Water, (a documentary option)
The students will write a persuasive film review.  Heather will forward a short video that explains the rationale behind the film festival. 
· Movember’s rockathon and a coffee house are taking place on November 20.
·  ‘We Day’ is taking place on November 28 in Halifax.  Student groups have committed to local and global actions.  BMHS received 20 tickets.
· Mr. Cormier wanted Heather to share that two students - Dylan Calvert and Morgan Gamble - went to the NB Student Leadership Conference last weekend and strongly represented BMHS.
· A Chinese delegation is coming for an hour on November 20 to do a presentation.  Two hundred and fifty students will be in attendance. Not sure what the purpose of their presentation is.
· Heather will follow-up with People’s Park Tower in the spring to see about volunteers helping with the community garden.


5. Student Report
· The Remembrance Day assembly went well today.  Students were respectful.
· French Awareness Campaign, headed by Mr. Cormier and Amy McMackin, is underway. 
· ImaginAction is volunteering: Peoples’s Park Tower, Ronald MacDonald, Moncton Hospital, the Alzheimer Society, Run for the Cure…
· Free the Children: sell smoothies Thursdays at lunch to fundraise.
· Mrs. Woodworth is in charge of the new exchange students. The BMHS students who are involved with these students went to the Halloween dance with them, will do secret Santa and go with them to the Santa Claus parade.
· The musical Carrie is showing on November 26-29.
· Best Buddies takes place on Mondays and Wednesdays at lunch.
· Reach for the Top has a tournament coming up.
· Hockey is going on this week and basketball tryouts are coming up. 

6. Committee Reports

A. Health and Wellness:
· The ‘Did you knows’ were played on the screens Thursday evening at Parent Teacher interviews.  Not sure if they were shown Friday morning.
· The other ‘Did you knows’ will be rolled out in the new year.

B. Education Outcomes:
· The grad/alumni survey results were sent out prior to this meeting. 
· Mary-Lynne and Jane will summarize the results for the next meeting.
· Dale suggested that the results of the grad survey might be compared to those of the perception survey.  
· The PSSC is looking to identify trends/themes.
· To have more results from the current grad class, the grad committee will be asked to promote the survey.

C. Communications:
· No report
D. Environment:
· No report
E. Exceptional Students:
· No report
7. General Business
· Dale attended the PSSC training session and found it to be very useful.

8. Next Meeting
· The next meeting will be Monday, January 12 from 7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m. in the office conference room.

9. Adjournment
· The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. by Heather and seconded by Dale.
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